THE TIGER AND 
THE WOODPECKER 

Telugu, a vibrant language even in medieval times, produced the 
distinguished poet Manchana. His stories are all delightful lessons in 
wisdom. Some teach us the value of honour while others tell us that 
might is not always right. We see a tiny rat outwitting a venomous 
serpent and then an old turtle saving his friends from a greedy eagle. 
Read on to learn a trick or two... 


OTHER ACK FABLES & HUMOUR: 


THE FOOL'S 
DISCIPLES 


i 


THE MAGIC GROVE 


r 


THE QUEEN'S 
NECKLACE 




KESARI 

THE FLYING THIEF 




ALSO LOOK FOR: 


^ TALES OF SHIVA 


VASAVADATTA 




T t 


'iT* * 


4 




ITYA 




. T 




,r • Ss 


LAL BAHADUR 
SHASTRI 


f * 






EPICS & MYTHOLOGY 


INDIAN CLASSICS 


BRAVEHEARTS 


^ 4 




Buy online at vww.amarchitrakatha.com 


"Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have l^n for many 
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat- 
rna readinq habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 

^ - NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


ISBN 81-89999-92-3 


788189'999926 



















































































TIGER 


ONE D/9y, ft5 n TIGER. WhG DEVOURING THE GRME HE HAD K/LLED, fl BONE STUO 
/A/ HIS Jm. A mODPECKEE, WHO LIVED /A/ THE BRANCHES ABOVE,WATCHED HIM 



TRy ns ir might,he could not get the bone 

UNSTUCK. 


I WILL NOT BE ABLE TO EAT 
ANYTHING UNLESS I GET 
THIS BONE OUT. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE WOODPECKER, 
ms PUZZLED, 



WHAT’5 THE MATTER 
WITH VOU ? WHV PO 

. . ifT -ruirDir UyiTH 



THE TIGER BECKONED TO THE 
WOODPECKER TO COME NEBR... 



...BND POINTED TO THE BONE IN H/5 MOUTH. 

OH ! OH ! IT’5 Pi BONE. I SHALL 
REMOVE IT...IF YOU WILL GIVE 
ME MY FILL OF THE FLESH 


c • 



THE TIGER NODDED HIS HERD 



THE WOODPECKER FLEW INTO 
THE TtGER^S MOUTH... 


_ ^ 
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...PULLED OUT THE BONE... 





FLEW UP TO THE TREE 
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1 



Iv' 

1 

i ^ 

t 




/r' 






a FEW HOURS LBTERyTHE 
TIGER KILLED BN BN/MBL 
BND QE6BN DEVOURING IT. 


HEY, FRIEND, WAIT'. 
HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN 
YOUR PROMISE ? GIVE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHO ARE VOU 
WHY SHOULD 
I OFFER YOU 
ANY PART OF 
THIS? 


the. woodpecker. WPS SHOCKED, 



• ^ 



J 


DON’T YOU REMEMBER 
ME ? I PU LLED OUT 
THE BONE FROM YOUR 



THE TIGER LAUGHED. 


“1 


YOU KNOW I AM A WILD ANIMAL. 

I COULD EASILY HAVE EATEN YOU 
WHEN YOU ENTERED MV MOUTH. 

I DIDN’T. BE GRATEFUL FOR THAT 



I 


-rr -» 
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THE WOODPECKER PflTIENTUi watTED 
FOR THE TIGER TO DOZE OFTER THE 

HEavy maL . 




IT SWOOPED DOWN 
aND PECKED aT ONE 
OF THE TIGER'S 
EyES, BUNDING IT, 



THE TIGER ROaRED WITH PHIN . 


AH ! VOU’VE 
PIERCED MY 
EYE, HOW. 
COULD YOU 
BE SO 

CRUEL? X 























































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



CLEVER 


LONG fiGO,THERE. LIVED B FEW TURTLES ON SEB COH6T. EUER^T 
D/IY m EaOLE USED TO C/ITCH ONE OF THEM FOR FOOD. 




WE MUST DO 
SOMETHING 
TO SAVE 
OURSELVES. 




WHV, THAT’S it! 
WHV DIDN’T 
I THINK OF IT 
BEFORE I r 



iVt 


1 9 « 
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ALL RIGHT. THEN HIDE 
V0UR5ELVE5 IN THE 
WATER WHEN VOU 
SEE THE EAGLE / 
TOMORROW. . r 



THE NEXT WHEN 
I THE EAGLE SWOOPED 
DOWN AS USUAL— 




WHEN THE EAGLE CAME NEARER— 


O EAGLE , ALL MV 
RELATIVES HAVE 

BEEN DEVOURED BV 
VOU. I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


rP LIKE TO SAVE MV LIFE 
WILL YOU MAKE f\ BET WIT 
ME ? IF YOU L05E,YOU 
MUST NEVER EBT 
TURTLES BGflIN. 


YOU MBY DEVOUR ME 
FIRST BND THEN 
CONTINUE TO EBT 

turtles. 



WHAT’S 
THE BET ? 


LET’S RUN A RACE 
I’LL SWIM IN THE 
SEA WHILE YOU 

FLY IN THE SKY. 
LET’S BEGIN THE 

RACE A WEEK 
FROM TODAY. 



^B50LUTELi SURE OF WINNING, 
THE EAGLE FLEW AWAY. 



AS SOON AS THE EAGLE WAS OUT OF SIGHT, 
THE TUR.TLE CALLED OUT Tf) H/A 
CON)PANIONS, p 



THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 



X POST YOURSELVES ^ 
IN THE WATER IN A 

STRAIGHT LINE AT EQUAL 
DISTANCES. AS THE EAGLE 
FLIES OVER YOU, RAISE 
i YOUR HEAD AND SHOW 

^ YOURSELVES. / 


THE TURTLES ACCOEDINOLH TOOK 
THEIK POSITIONS IN THE WATER. 





A WEEK LATEPyTHE RACE BETWEEN 
THE EAGLE AND THE TURTLE BEGAN. 


THE EAGLE FLEW WITH GREAT SPEED BUT... 






































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



NO. I C/^NNOT. LET ME 
FLV AWflT TO f\ TREE 
ON SHORE BEFORE 
I FALL OOWN 
EXHAUSTED. 














V 






THE NEXT Day, HE CftME TO 
SEE THE OLD TURTLE. 



VOU WIN.) WILL 
NEVER EAT 
ANOTHER 
TURTLE IN 
tAH LIFE. 
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HARE.THE PARTRIDGE 
AND THE TIGER 



OA/ THE BHA/K3 OF THE 
N/^RMHDB Me H FOREST. 
THE HNIMELS WHO LIVED 
THERE WERE HLW/A/S 
QUHRRELL//VQ, 


WE QUARREL "Y YES. WE\/^BUT WHO WILL ^ 
BECAUSE WE \ SHOULD K BE THE KING ? M 




NOT YOU. 
I WILL BE 
THE KING 


" IT 
SHOULD 
BE ME. 


PENDEMONIUM BROKE OUT. 


I WILL 
BE THE 
KING. 














































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


f)N OLD AND INFIRM TI6ER , WHO HOD 
RECENTLV NII6R0TED TO THAT FOREST 
WBS ROUSED FROM HIS 5L UMBER. 




WHEN THE ONIMOLS SOW THE OLD 77G6R 

OPPROOCHIN6 


WHV DON’T WE MAK 
HIM OUR KING ? 



I CAN’T BELIEVE MV 600D 
LUCK ! MV DAYS OF 

STARVATION ARE OVER. . 


BE OUR KING AND RULE 
- OVER U5 ? ^ 


SO WHEN THE OLD TIGER COME TO THEN)—' 

WE NEED A KING. WILL YOU ) 













I DO NOT MIND BEING KING. BUT 
I DISLIKE VIOLENCE. SO I WILL KILL 
ONLY IF IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, 
AFTER MAKING A CAREFUL STUDY ^ 
V— OF EACH CASE. 
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THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 



AND MOST OF THE 
TIME I WILL FIND IT 

I NECESSARY. « 


THE ONIMOLS WERE DELIGHTED 


O KING, WE TOO DISLIKE 
AND FEAR VIOLENCE. 
BUT A JUST KING HAS 
w TO KILL THE GUILTY 

ONES. 



THE VERY /V£Xr DOT, 0 MORE OND 0 
PORTRJDGE HOD 0 BITTER QUORREL 


THIS HOLE 
IS MINE. 


< NO, IT IS 
MINE ! I FOUND 
IT FIRST. 



BUT YOUR FATHER 
ABANDONED 
IT. I MOVED IN. 
SO IT’S MINE. A 


YOU FOUND IT 
ALL RIGHT. BUT IT 
WAS MY FATHER 

WHO MADE IT. Z 

— 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




TH£ two CRSmUREe BEGEN EKPLBINl 

THE SITUATION BT THE 5/)M£ T/m. 


04 




JUST A MINUTE. I AM OLD 
AND CAN’T HEAR PROPERLY. 
COME CLOSER AND EXPLAIN 
THE CASE TO ME. 







,-{1 


AS SOON'flb THE UNSUSPECTING hNIN\FlLS 4 ^. tP'V 
CBME CLOSE TO THE VGEP^HE SPRANG 
ON THEM.., 




4. ^vv; 



AND DEVOURED THEM 


IF ONLY WE HAD SETTLED 
OUR OWN DSPUTES INSTEAD 
OF INVITING A STRANGER 
.TO SETTLE THEM FOR US. > 
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THE SERPENT AND THE 


RAT 


A 










A. 


h bNBKE-CHBRMER ONCE 
CBUGHT A SERPENT f)ND 
PUT IT INTO A CBNE BBSKET. 

:x 



THEN ME CAUGHT ft RRT END PUT I 
IT INTO THE BBSRET^ TOO, 


THERE! THAT SHOULD 
MAKE A FINE MEAL 
FOR MV SERPENT. 



BUT WHEN THE SERPENT CBME 
NEAR THE RBT TO EBT IT— 
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amar chitrakatha 


THEN WHftT’5 THE U5E OF 
BATING ME? I CAN HARDLV 
5ATI5FV VOUR HUNGER. IF 
YOU 5PARE MV LIFE, 

I CAN LEAD YOU OUT 
TO GET ALL THE FOOD 
YOU NEED. 






ALL RIGHT. I WILL NOT 
EAT YOU.TELL ME HOW 
YOU CAN GET ME OUT. 



^ I LL DO A5 YOU 

gay.BUT Please wait 

FOR ME OUTSIDE 




I SHALL CHANT A \-±l 

MANTRA SITTING 
ON YOUR HEAD. 


AG GOON AG IT 15 OVER 
I SHALL CALL YOU.TILL 
THEN YOU SHOULD CLOSE 

YOUR EYES AND 
STAY STILL. 


^ A. 
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THE SERPENT THEN CLOSED 
HIS EYES. THE RftT JUMPED 
ONTO HIS HEAD... 




...AND ESCAPED THROUGH IT. 




IN VAIN DID HE LOOK AROUND 
FDR THE RAT. - 




THE WRETCH HAS 
RUN AWAY ! BUT r 
I’LL FIND HIM r 
SOON. ' 

1 jO Y.. . / 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



AH ! THERE HE 15 
THE CHEAT.THIS 
TIME HEWON'^T. 
ESCAPE. 


n FEW Dh'ib LhTER^THE SNftHE FOUND 
THE HOLE IN WHICH THE RUT WAS LIVIN6. 



0 RAT, WHV DID VOLi 
RUN AWAY BEFORE 
I COULD THANK YOU? 

COME OUT NOW. 
AREN'^T WF FRIFND«^? 







' HE IS TOO WISE 
FOR ME . I’D BETTER 
GO AND LOOK FOR 
SOMETHING TO 
, EAT ELSEWHERE. 


FRIENDSHIP 15 ONLY 
BETWEEN EQUALS. I AM 
NOT YOUR EQUAL,SO 
V WE CAN NEVER BE 

FRIENDS, yf. 




WE ARE NOT. YOU ARE MY 
ENEMY AND WILL EAT 
ME UP. I PRETENDED 
TO BE YOUR FRIEND . 
k ONLY TO SAVE / 


MM: 
















A. 






u 




CJ. 


r 










the ehd 


\ TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 




O PIOUS BRAHMAN,YOU 
DESERVE A BOON.ASK 
FOR ONE. A«. ^ 


THE BODY THUS RAISED 
WILL BE STRONGER AND 
MORE VIGOROUS THAN 
^ BEFORE. X 


WITH THE 


PLEfiSED WITH HIS DEVOTION, THE GODDESS | 
EPPEFRED BEFORE HIM. \ 










THE GODDESS HELD OUT SOME GREEN 

LEBVES. r~- 

WHENEVER YOU WANT TO 
BRING THE DEAD BACK TO 
LIFE, ALL YOU NEED DO IS 
SPRINKLE THE SAP OF 
THESE LEAVES ON 
j fs CORPSE. 


O GODDESS, 
PLEASE GRANT 
ME THE 

SANJEEVANI.^ 


J V 


YV 


POWER 






























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



•AND THE OODDE5S DtSflPPEBRED. 



WITH THIS I SHALL 
SWEEP AWAV THE 
SORROW OF DEATH 
FROM MV VILLAGE 
THERE WILL NOT BE 
A SINGLE UNHAPPV 
^ HOUSE THERE. ^ 


GftRGift ms VERY HRPPY ftS HE 
mLKED Bf)CK TO]NhRDS HIS VILLaSE. 




VVVV 






' “Tt 




MY IMPORTANCE WILL GROW 
IN THE VILLAGE. I MAY 
. EVEN BE MADE THE v 
V HEADMAN! / 
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DOUBTS 


IN HIS PhTH 


BUT SUPPOSING THE 
GODDESS WAS ONLY 
TEASING ME ? 
SUPPOSING THESE 
1 ARE JUST ORDINARY 
LEAVES AND... 


AH I I CAN TEST 
THESE LEAVES ON 
> THIS DEAD j- 
V ANIMAL, y 


WITHOUT STOPPING TO THINK,THE 
FOOLISH, THOUGH LEPRNED, BRaHMaN 

CRUSHED THE LEaVES \ - 

W HI5 PALMS... 


.. BND SPRINKLED THE JUICE OVER. 
THE TIGER. \—^ - 


HUNGRY 


THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 


SUDDENLY, HE BEGBN TO HaVE 


JUST THEN HE 5/9W a DEaD TIGER LYING 
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amar chitra katha 



SUDDENLY THE TIGER. LET OUT fi LOUD 
flOfIR.. I ---- 



THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 



the female 
parrot and 

HUNTERLI J. 


ONE Day, THE FEMftLE PaRROT 

LaiD SOME EOG5..,mK^ 


...aND SaT TENDEPLV ON THEM, 
UNKNOWN TO HER.^a HUNTER. 

was caREFULLy warcHiNG her 

FROM aNOTHERrr^JF^ - 


AH ! SHE HAS 
MOVED FROM 
THE NEST. A 
GOOD SIGN. 


ONCE LIVED a FEMatE PaRROT 
ON a BIG TREE IN a FOREST, IN THE 
HOLLOW OF aNOTHER TREE NEPR By, 
LIVED a VENOMOUS SERPENT, 



THEN ONE Day THE HUNTER HEB 








r 


/ THIS IS MY 
( LUCKY DAY. THE 
EGGS HAVE 
HATCHED. 
THEY’LL FETCH 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


QUIET, LITTLE ONE5 
I’LL 500N BRING 
'iOU 50ME FOOD. 


CHEEP1 
CH EEPI 


. dND PUT HI5 MBNO 
INTO THE NEST. 


1 WHEN THE PdRROT FLEW 
OFF., THE HU NTER. CUmBED 
THE TREE ,.. 


JUST THEN, THE FEMELE 
PERROT RETURNED. 


> f\Lf\b\ HE’5 L 
OUT TO SNATCH 
/V\V ^0UN6 ONES 


WEEPING BITTERLV, SHE FLEW NEER THE HUNTER'S 
FECE 


ARE THERE NO BIRDS ELSEWHERE ? MY LITTLE 
ONES HAVE NOT OPENED THEIR EYES AS 
YET. WHY SHOULD ANYBODY WANTTO^ 

HARM THEM ? ^ if 
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WHY DO YOU PEAR? I’M NO 
GOING TO KILL THEM. I’M 

GOING TO SELL THEM AS 
> PETS. BELIEVE ME, NO 

HARM WILL BEFALL ^ 
'"w THEM. 


fy NOT NOW, 

^ MAYBE. BUT AS ^ 
SOON AS YOU’VE MADE 
THEM PLUIV\P AND TASTY 



■/> 


* 




•J / 


-/ 


\y 






IF MONEY IS ALL YOU WANT, 
LEAVE MY FLEDGELINGS 
ALONE AND I’LL GIVE YOU 
ENOUGH GOLD TO KEEP 
YOU RICH FOR THE REST 
OF YOUR LIFE. 








M 




f I 


Ilf 

f-' 




V 


*Vk^ 












/ 






/ 




RECENTLV, 

1 SAW A RICH 
MAN,WHO WAS 
AFRAID OF 
THIEVES, HIDE 
HIS WEALTH IN 
THIS FOREST. 
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amar chitra KA-HA 


IF vou leave me and my 

FLED6ELING5 ALONE,I 
SHOW YOU WHERE HE y 
hid HI5 GOLD. i 




THt 6R£EDy HUNTER. 

mb vERy H8ppy. 




ALL MINE ! I’LL TAKE 
THE GOLD,THE 
FLEDGELINGS AND 
THE PARROT AS WELL. 
BUT FIRST I MUST WIN 
HER CONFIDENCE. ■ 


there! I’ve 
placed your 
ittle ones back 

NOW SHOW ME 
WHERE THE 
w 0OLO 15* 


FOLLOW 

AAE. 


THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 



the hunter. HHRDLy WAITED 

FOR HER TO FINISH. 




WITHIN N)INUTE5 THE 
POISON SPREAD ALL 
OVER HIS BOOT AND 
HE .FELL DEAD. 




IT’S A PITY HE HAD 
TO DIE. BUT THAT /.l 

WAS THE ONLY WAY 
1 COULD SAVE MY 
YOUNG ONES. 


THE END 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



foolish crane 


l ONG fieo, there: lived hN OLD CRfiNE NEFiR LAKE 
ON THE BFNK OF WHICH WfiS ft TftLL COCONUT TREE, 


THE LftKE BEING ftLfftOGT DRV, 
THERE WERE JUST ENOUGH FISH 
FOR. THE CRANE TO LIVE ON, BUT 
THE OLD CRANE WftS VftIN ftBOUT 
HIS TREE AND HIS LAKE, 



THEN ONE Dhy,HE bhW A FLOCK OF 
CRANES FLYING PAST HIS LftKE. 



viE LEfloan. OF me flock sm him ! 



THAT OLD BIRD (5 CflLLINO 
OUT TO US. LET’S FLY 
DOWN AND SEE WHAT 
HE WANTS. 


THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 



WHEN THEY REACH ED THE BANK — 


AH ! I’M SO GLAD YOU 
HEARD ME. PLEASE BE 
MY GUESTS. YOU CAN 
PERCH ON THE COCONUT 
TREE AND EAT THE 


HE IS GOOD BUT FOOLISH 
HE WANTS TO IMPRESS 
US, BUT AT WHAT COST! 
HE WILL STARVE TO 
DEATH IF WE ACCEPT J 
HIS INVITATION. r 




WE ARE PLEASED BY YOUR, 
AFFECTION FOR US. BUT 
PLEAS E PERMIT US TO GO 

OUR WAY. ^ 


SO, ON BEHALF OF HIS FLOCK, THE WISE 
LEADER DECLINED THE OFFER.. 










✓ 



YES,OUR WISE LEADER 
IS RIGHT. WE ARE SO 
^ MANY OF US. ^ 


WHAT YOU HAVE ~ 
IS SUFFICIENT 
ONLY FOR YOU. 
PLEASE PERMIT US 
TO GO ELSEWHERE 



IF YOU DON’T ACCEPT 
MY HOSPITALITY, 

I WILL GIVE UP 
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amar chitra katha 




50 THE CR8NE5 BEL 
V^ENT TO THE 
COCONUT TR.EE. 






THE OLD CRHNE FELT QUITE 
PROUD UNO STRUTTED moUT 
IN HIS VmiTY, 

MAKE YOURSELVES 
COMFORTABLE AND WHEN 
YOU ARE HUNGRY PLEASE 

HELP YOURSELVES TO THE 
FISH IN MY LAKE.THERE 
IS ENOUGH FOR ALL 




THE FLOCK OF CRANES TOOK HIM AT HIS 
WORD AND BEGAN FEASTING ON THE FISH 


I BET I CAN 
EAT MORE 
THAN YOU. 


I’VE EATEN SIX 
FISH ALREADY. 
CAN EITHER OF 
YOU BETTER 
V THAT? / 



WITH ALL THEIR BETTING THEY 
SOON FINISHED ALL THE FISH IN 

THE LAKE. P- - ; V 

-- —j OH, DEAR ! NOT A 

( SINGLE FISH LEFT. 

) WHAT SHALL I GIVE 

( THEM IN THE EVENING? 

\ WHAT SHALL I EAT f 

V WHEN THEY ARE / 

\ GONE? 
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THE TIGER AND THE WOODPECKER 


the OLD CRANE BEGAN TO REPENT OF HIS FOLLY BUT IT WAS 
LATE. THAT EVENING THE LEADER. OF THE FLOCK CAME TO HIM 





O, 







THERE IS NOTHING HERE FOR OUR 
EVENING MEAL.WE ARE GRATEFUL 
TO YOU FOR YOUR HOSPITALITY 

BUT WE MUST LEAVE NOW. 
CANNOT LET MY FLOCK 
STARVE. 


AS THEY FLEW AWAY^ THE LEADER 
FELT SORRY FOR THE LONE 
CRANE NEAR THE LAKE. 




f HE’S TOO OLD TO FLY WITH US. 
IF ONLY HE HAD LISTENED 
TO US ! POOR FOOL! HE 
WILL NOT SURVIVE 
FOR LONG. 
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